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BACON ACADEMY 

2020  

SUMMER READING 

Bacon Academy invites you to participate in our fantastic summer reading 

program! Our teachers and staff have each chosen a favorite book to share. 

We are inviting you to choose a book from any of the books in this brochure 

to read over the summer. Better yet, you can read more than one if you’d like! 

Join us in the fall to celebrate with snacks and book giveaways, plus join an 

exciting discussion with other students who have read the book. Don’t miss 

out on the chance to engage in this great activity!   

Happy Reading!  



Ms. Smigel  

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie  

"Ten . . ." Ten strangers are lured to an isolated island mansion off the Devon coast by a 

mysterious "U. N. Owen." 

"Nine . . ." At dinner a recorded message accuses each of them in turn of having a guilty 

secret, and by the end of the night one of the guests is dead. 

"Eight . . . "Stranded by a violent storm, and haunted by a nursery rhyme counting down 

one by one . . . as one by one . . . they begin to die. 

"Seven . . ." Which among them is the killer and will any of them survive? 

Ms. Levasseur  

The Alchemy of Us: How Humans and Matter  

Transformed One Another by Ainissa Ramirez  

Scientist and science writer Ainissa Ramirez examines eight inventions and reveals how 

they shaped the human experience. These fascinating and inspiring stories offer new per-

spectives on our relationships with technologies. Ramirez shows not only how materials 

were shaped by inventors but also how those materials shaped culture, chronicling each 

invention and its consequences―intended and unintended.  

Sra. Johnston  

The House of Salt and Sorrows  by Erin A. Craig  

In a manor by the sea, twelve sisters are cursed. 

Loneliness fills the grand halls where Annaleigh lives now that four of her sister’s lives 

have been cut short. Each death was more tragic than the last--the plague, a plummeting 

fall, a drowning, a slippery plunge--and there are whispers that the family is cursed by the 

gods. When Annaleigh's involvement with a mysterious stranger who has secrets of his 

own intensifies, it's a race to unravel the darkness that has fallen over her family--before it 

claims her next.  
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Mrs. Dineen  

The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd  

Raised in a wealthy family in Sepphoris with ties to the ruler of Galilee, Ana is rebellious 

and ambitious, a relentless seeker with a brilliant, curious mind and a daring spirit. She 

yearns for a pursuit worthy of her life, but finds no outlet for her considerable talents. De-

fying the expectations placed on women, she engages in furtive scholarly pursuits and 

writes secret narratives about neglected and silenced women. An inspiring, unforgettable 

account of one woman's bold struggle to realize the passion and potential inside her, 

while living in a time, place and culture devised to silence her.  
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Ms. Blain 

We Set the Dark on Fire by Tehlor Kay Mejia  

At the Medio School for Girls, distinguished young women are trained for one of two roles 

in their polarized society. Depending on her specialization, a graduate will one day run a 

husband’s household or raise his children. Both paths promise a life of comfort and luxury, 

far from the frequent political uprisings of the lower class. Daniela Vargas is the school’s 

top student, but she must keep the truth hidden or be sent back to the fringes of society. 

She is a spy for a resistance group desperately fighting to bring equality to Medio.  

Mrs. St. George 

Caraval by Stephanie Garber  

Two sisters, Scarlett and Tella, leave their cruel father to attend Caraval--a faraway once-a

-year performance where the audience participates in the show. Along the way, Tella is 

kidnapped and Scarlett is aided by a mysterious sailor and finds herself enmeshed in a 

game of love, heartbreak, and magic. But she must find Tella before the five nights of the 

game are over, a dangerous domino effect of consequences is set off, and her sister disap-

pears forever. (Summary from Follett School Solutions) 

Ms. Vinciguerra  

I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 

A story of first love and family loss follows the estrangement between daredevil Jude and 

her loner twin brother, Noah, as a result of a mysterious event that is brought to light by a 

beautiful, broken boy and a new mentor. This radiant, award-winning novel  will leave you 

breathless and teary and laughing—often all at once. (Summary from Follett School Solutions) 

https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/

I/51qMkkqWxqL._SX329_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg  

https://images-na.ssl-images amazon.com/images/

I/51k4fXHMBoL._SX327_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg  

https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/

I/51ydwD0S9hL._SX328_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg  

Ms. Furlong  

A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius by Dave Eggers  

A book that redefines both family and narrative for the twenty-first century. A moving 

memoir of a college senior who, in the space of five weeks, loses both of his parents to 

cancer and inherits his eight-year-old brother. Here is an exhilarating debut that manages 

to be simultaneously hilarious and wildly inventive as well as a deeply heartfelt story of 

the love that holds a family together.  
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Mr. Byrne 

The Testament of Gideon Mack by James Robertson 

When Reverend Gideon Mack, a good minister despite his atheism, tumbles into a deep 

ravine called the Black Jaws, he is presumed dead. Three days later, however, he emerges 

bruised but alive-and insistent that his rescuer was Satan himself. Against the background 

of an incredulous world, Mack's disturbing odyssey and the tortuous life that led to it cre-

ate a mesmerizing meditation on faith, mortality, and the power of the unknown.  

Mr. Peterson 

Nothing to See Here by Kevin Wilson 

Despite being the unlikeliest of roommates at their elite boarding school, Lillian and Madi-

son were as tight as could be, reveling in their unique weirdnesses. Years later, Madison 

begs Lillian to be the caretaker of her husband's twin stepkids. However, there's a catch: 

the twins can spontaneously combust when they get agitated, flames igniting from their 

skin in a disturbing but beautiful way. It all seems impossible to manage, but Lillian ac-

cepts and soon finds that she and the children need each other, urgently and fiercely.  

Ms. Burroughs 

The Power by Naomi Alderman  

The world is a recognizable place: there's a rich Nigerian boy who lounges around the fam-

ily pool; a foster kid whose religious parents hide their true nature; an ambitious American 

politician; a tough London girl from a tricky family. Then a new force takes root and flour-

ishes, causing their lives to converge with devastating effect. Teenage girls now have im-

mense physical power: they can cause agonizing pain and even death. And, with this small 

twist of nature, the world drastically resets.  

Ms. Welborn 

A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson  

Everyone in Fairview knows the story. Pretty and popular high school senior Andie Bell 

was murdered by her boyfriend, who then killed himself. It was all anyone could talk 

about. But Pip can't shake the feeling that there was more to what happened that day. 

When Pip digs into the cold case for a school project, she discovers a trail of dark secrets 

that might actually prove Sal innocent . . . and the line between past and present begins to 

blur. Someone in Fairview doesn't want Pip digging around for answers, and now her own 

life might be in danger. 
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Ms. Orlando 

Cilka’s Journey by Heather Morris  

Cilka is just sixteen years old when she is taken to Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration 

Camp, where the commandant immediately notices how beautiful she is. Forcibly separat-

ed from the other women prisoners, Cilka quickly learns that power, even unwillingly tak-

en, equals survival. Cilka is not granted freedom when the camp is liberated, instead she is 

charged for sleeping with the enemy and sent to a Siberian prison camp. In Siberia, Cilka 

again faces the unwanted attention of the guards, but is taken under the wing of a kind 

female doctor and struggles to help care for the ill under brutal conditions. 

Ms. Gillette 

Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate  

Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, di-

rector of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to 

wealthy families all over the country—Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately 

uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to many places, the 

heart never forgets where we belong.  

Mr. Williams 

The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson  

Discusses London's darkest year during the blitz through the day-to-day experience of 

Winston Churchill and those closest to him. Takes readers out of today’s political dysfunc-

tion and back to a time of true leadership, when, in the face of unrelenting horror, 

Churchill’s eloquence, courage, and perseverance bound a country, and a family, together. 

Ms. Christianson 

The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides 

A shocking psychological thriller of a woman’s act of violence against her husband―and of 

the therapist obsessed with uncovering her motive. Theo Faber is a criminal psychothera-

pist who has waited a long time for the opportunity to work with Alicia. His determination 

to get her to talk and unravel the mystery of why she shot her husband takes him down a 

twisting path into his own motivations--a search for the truth that threatens to consume 

him. 
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Mrs. Lindsey 

One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus 

Before the end of detention Simon, the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app, is 

dead. And according to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. 

But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile class-

mates, which makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect pat-

sies for a killer who’s still on the loose?  

Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them. 

Ms. Mendlinger 

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

Mia, an enigmatic artist, and her daughter upend their lives of Elena Richardson and her 

family when they rent a house from them. When old family friends of the Richardsons 

attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that dramatically di-

vides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her mo-

tives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will 

come at unexpected and devastating costs. 

Mr. Manning 

The Twelve by Justin Cronin 

Survivors of a government-induced apocalypse endure their violent and disease-stricken 

world while protecting their loved ones. One hundred years in the future, Amy and the 

others fight on for humankind’s salvation . . . unaware that the rules have changed. The 

enemy has evolved, and a dark new order has arisen with a vision of the future infinitely 

more horrifying than man’s extinction. If the Twelve are to fall, one of those united to van-

quish them will have to pay the ultimate price. 

Sra. Kollwitz 

Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly  

Inspired by the life of a World War II heroine, this remarkable debut novel reveals the 

power of unsung women to change history in their quest for love, freedom, and second 

chances. New York socialite Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her post at the 

French consulate and a new love on the horizon. But Caroline's world is forever changed 

when Hitler's army invades Poland in September 1939--and then sets its sights on France. 
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Mrs. Manning 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J. K. Rowling 

Harry Potter has no idea how famous he is. That's because he's being raised by his misera-

ble aunt and uncle who are terrified Harry will learn that he's really a wizard, just as his 

parents were. But everything changes when Harry is summoned to attend an infamous 

school for wizards, and he begins to discover some clues about his illustrious birthright. 

From the surprising way he is greeted by a lovable giant, to the unique curriculum and 

colorful faculty at his unusual school, Harry finds himself drawn deep inside a mystical 

world he never knew existed and closer to his own noble destiny.  

Mr. Norman 

Ender’s Shadow by Orson Scott Card 

The human race is at war with the "Buggers", an insect-like alien race. The first battles 

went badly, and now as Earth prepares to defend itself against the imminent threat of 

total destruction at the hands of an inscrutable alien enemy, all focus is on the develop-

ment and training of military geniuses who can fight such a war, and win. Bean must over-

come his past and prove to the recruiters at the Battle School that he can help save the 

planet from an alien invasion. 

Mrs. Hopkins 

Whisper Me This by Kerry Anne King 

A devastating secret is revealed, and a family must finally come to terms with the past. 

Maisey’s obsession with solving the mystery of her sister forces her to examine her dark-

est memories and triggers a custody battle with her daughter’s father. Will Maisey’s love 

for her daughter be strong enough to break a cycle of abuse and create a new beginning 

for them all? 

Mrs. Cunningham 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the 

North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the 

locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they 

say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls 

home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. When two young men from 

town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the un-

thinkable happens.  

https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/

images/I/81WWiiLgEyL.jpg  

https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51-

wgTgqV7L._SX331_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg  

https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/
I/51SBx6jWilL._SX346_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg  

https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/
I/51v2dtbLePL._SX300_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg  

https://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Sorcerers-Stone-Rowling/dp/0590353403/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1590009827&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enders-Shadow-Orson-Scott-Card/dp/0812575717/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=enders+shadow&qid=1589849740&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Whisper-This-Kerry-Anne-King/dp/1503901955/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1589849137&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Crawdads-Sing-Delia-Owens/dp/0735219095/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PAKQLCT9GKQV&dchild=1&keywords=where+the+crawdads+sing&qid=1589849059&s=books&sprefix=where+the%2Cstripbooks%2C249&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Crawdads-Sing-Delia-Owens/dp/0735219095/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PAKQLCT9GKQV&dchild=1&keywords=where+the+crawdads+sing&qid=1589849059&s=books&sprefix=where+the%2Cstripbooks%2C249&sr=1-1
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/81WWiiLgEyL.jpg
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/81WWiiLgEyL.jpg
https://www.amazon.com/Whisper-This-Kerry-Anne-King/dp/1503901955/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1589849137&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Sorcerers-Stone-Rowling/dp/0590353403/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1590009827&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enders-Shadow-Orson-Scott-Card/dp/0812575717/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=enders+shadow&qid=1589849740&s=books&sr=1-2


Ms. Hupfer 

The Bear and the Nightingale by Katherine Arden 

Vasilisa’s widowed father brings home a new wife from Moscow. Fiercely devout, Vasilisa 

stepmother forbids her family from honoring their household spirits, but Vasilisa fears 

what this may bring. As the village’s defenses weaken and evil from the forest creeps 

nearer, Vasilisa must call upon dangerous gifts she has long concealed—to protect her 

family from a threat sprung to life from frightening Russian fairy tales. 

Mrs. Dimock 

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes by Suzanne Collins 

Ambition will fuel him. 

Competition will drive him. 

But power has its price. 

Revisit the world of Panem sixty-four years before the events of The Hunger Games, 

starting on the morning of the reaping of the Tenth Hunger Games. Eighteen-year-old Cor-

iolanus Snow is preparing for his one shot at glory as a mentor in the Games. He must 

weigh his need to follow the rules against his desire to survive no matter what it takes.  

Ms. Kehoegreen 

After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay 

Nasir feels betrayed when his best friend, Bunny accepts an athletic scholarship across 

town. Bunny tries to fit in with his new, privileged peers, and Nasir spends time with, Wal-

lace, who is being evicted. Nasir doesn’t get why the neighborhood is falling over itself to 

help Bunny when Wallace is in trouble. When Wallace makes a bet against Bunny, Nasir is 

faced with an impossible decision—maybe a dangerous one. A heart-pounding story 

about the responsibilities of great talent and the importance of compassion.  

Ms. Butler 

Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama 

This compelling memoir begins in New York, where Barack Obama learns that his father, a 

figure he knows more as a myth than as a man, has been killed in a car accident. This sud-

den death inspires an emotional odyssey; first to a small town in Kansas, from which he 

retraces the migration of his mother's family to Hawaii, and then to Kenya, where he 

meets the African side of his family, confronts the bitter truth of his father's life, and at 

last reconciles his divided inheritance.  
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All book summaries adapted from Amazon.com except where noted. 

Required Reading 

Don’t forget to check with your teachers about additional required reading and specific assignments.  

Students meeting assigned reading requirements are invited to join us in the fall for the reading celebration.  
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Mrs. Cyr 

Dear Evan Hansen by Val Emmich 

Today's going to be an amazing day and here's why... 

When a letter that was never meant to be seen by anyone draws high school senior Evan 

Hansen into a family's grief over the loss of their son, he is given the chance of a lifetime: 

to belong. He just has to stick to a lie he never meant to tell, that the notoriously troubled 

Connor Murphy was his secret best friend. 

A simple lie leads to complicated truths in this big-hearted coming-of-age story of grief, 

authenticity, and the struggle to belong in an age of instant connectivity and profound 

isolation. 

Mr. Juhl 

The Feather Thief by Kirk Wallace Johnson  

A rollicking true-crime adventure and a captivating journey which examines the crime 

committed by an obsessed Salmon fly-tier that involved the heist of rare bird specimens 

from the British Museum of Natural History in 2009. The author explores questions such 

as; why a person would steal dead birds, what became of the missing specimens, and had 

the perpetrator been brought to justice.  
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